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Speaker 1:
Hello. And welcome back to You Can Agree Without Being Disagreeable, a rhetorical study of Twitter
discourse about Justices Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Amy Coney Barrett. So far, we've looked at Ruth
Bader Ginsburg's iconic status and how the introduction of Amy Coney Barrett before her eventual
swearing in threatens that legal and street credibility that RBG had. Through motivating tweets and
inspiring calls to action and tweets expressing raw emotion, Twitter users contrasted the two women
through heated discourse during the six week time period of September to October of 2020. In this
episode we'll look at Barrett and what I want to call her figure in process status.
Lauren:
Hi there! I'm Lauren, and lately I've been reading tweets. Profound, I know, for a 22-year-old to pay
attention to social media, I'm aware. And it's true, most everyone reads tweets from time to time, but
lately I've been reading tweets a little differently. I've combined some of my passions, writing, following
current events, and using social media to study the discourse around two of the most talked about, and
perhaps influential women of the past year and a half. Ruth Bader Ginsburg and Amy Coney Barrett. The
two women different in fundamental ways and share a common thread, the Supreme court. After the
passing of Ginsburg on September 18th, 2020, Amy Coney Barrett became her replacement in a record
six week weeks.
Lauren:
The time period was filled with anxiety, fear, and uncertainty as the United States battled a raging
pandemic in a violently polarized election scene. Some mourned the loss of Ginsburg while others
awaited her younger, more conservative replacement. The tensions were high, and what people do
about it? They tweeted. In this podcast, I'll break down my study of tweets from the six week time
period between Ginsburg's death and Barrett's nomination. Together we will examine the intertextual
ways in which the two women are connected through the examination of thousands of tweets. Let's go.
Speaker 1:
Amy Coney Barrett, when asked in 2016 whether Obama should be able to be a Supreme Court Justice
in a presidential year, said it's inappropriate to replace a conservative justice with one who would
dramatically flip the balance of power.
Speaker 3:
These four GOP governors refused to sign the letters supporting Amy Coney Barrett's confirmation.
Speaker 4:
-seating with Supreme Court nominations hearings after multiple members have tested positive for
COVID 19. And while we still don't know the full extent of the outbreak, it threatens the safety and
health of senators and everyone working in the Senate.
Lauren:
In the reporting and summarizing types of tweets, it becomes clear that Barrett did not have a solidified
presence in the media or in the purview of everyday American citizens. There's not a lot of public
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information about her that was accessible or even known to the American people. Things about her past
or current events or what was reported. Even that knowledge was somewhat limiting.
Lauren:
The reporting tweets came from news sources and most are predominantly investigatory, prior career
experiences, for example. In a lot of ways, we were being introduced to this woman with very little time
to form a fair, accurate perception of her. Media outlets immediately latched on her political leanings
specifically related to people of praise and her far right, religious ideologies. Political groups and activist
groups that opposed her nomination also got some media attention claiming that she was unqualified,
too blinded by her religious beliefs to make fair rulings and just not fit for the job.
Lauren:
Even the images used in reporting indicate a sense of uncertainty about who she is and what she would
become. Pictures of Barrett in the media usually showed her testifying and having to answer to people
in front of a microphone. What's immediately striking about these pictures is the way that images are
still similar, but also different from images of Ginsburg circulating in the same Twitter sphere discourse
at the same time.
Lauren:
Power isn't as necessarily conveyed here with Barrett, especially compared to the widely circulated
images in memoriam of Ginsburg, we discussed in a previous episode where she's constantly posed in a
chair and looking confident. The presentation of Barrett in pictures was a little more frazzled where
she's at a microphone looking small, having to defend herself to a group of men.
Lauren:
The presentation of Barrett to the general public was a little messy and rushed, perhaps matching the
energy and rushed timeline of the entire nomination process. Summarizing tweets discourse written by
normal Twitter users that presented information with neutral, straightforward language was the second
most frequent kind of tweet that Barrett appears in. Most of these tweets seem to summarize where we
were in the nomination and confirmation process, as an attempt to connect the current moments to
larger context. Specifically to the election. Users felt the need to recount the moment for others, but
perhaps for themselves too. No new thoughts were added, just simply acknowledgements of what had
happened in the chain of events.
Speaker 6:
Ruth Bader Ginsburg died today.
Speaker 7:
Judge Barrett refused to answer a basic question on whether or not the president has the authority to
unilaterally delay an election. The answer should have been simple. He does not.
Speaker 8:
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Judge Barrett served for nearly three years on the board of private Christian schools that effectively
barred admission to children of same sex parents and made it plain, that openly gay and lesbian
teachers weren't welcome in the classroom.
Speaker 9:
I asked Amy Coney Barrett whether she had seen or heard statements before her nomination from
Donald Trump promising to nominate judges who would rule against the affordable care act. Her
answer, "I don't recall."
Lauren:
If you hadn't noticed yet, many of these tweets were not just about Barrett and how she compares to
Ginsburg. As we all know, the vacancy left behind by Ginsburg turned into a scramble for a conservative
replacement in the midst of a heated election scene, lingering social unrest related to racial injustices
and a global pandemic. Trump and McConnell worked quickly to fill the seat. And even among the
president's preexisting list of potential nominees, he chose a woman. And using the same figuring
language we used to describe Ginsburg's well-known celebrity status. We can say that Trump and
McConnell were those figures, not Barrett.
Lauren:
Both men have years and years of public attention. And with that comes recognition and even loyalty,
depending on what side of the aisle you might be on. Whether you hate them or love them, you know
them, and really cannot avoid them. As president and majority speaker of the Senate at the time they
held the power, not the woman they were vying for.
Lauren:
As a side note, although you might not initially think of two old white men, such as Trump and
McConnell, as being social media savvy, don't doubt their influence. On Twitter, @POTUS, during
Trump's presidency had 33 million followers. McConnell's Twitter handle, @LeaderMcConnell, currently
has 2.1 million followers.
Lauren:
As we know from other events that unfolded, such as the January 6th insurrection, their words matter.
Essentially the two men elevated Barrett's status with their influence, power, and overall recognition.
Since Trump's Twitter is permanently suspended, we only have archived clips tweeted from the
@WhiteHouse45 archive.
Donald Trump:
Yesterday, I was very proud to nominate judge Amy Coney Barrett to the United States Supreme court.
She's one of our nation's most brilliant legal minds. And I think she'll do very well. We're moving along
very quickly. I further urge all members of the other side of the aisle to provide Judge Barrett with the
respectful and dignified hearing that she deserves.
Lauren:
And then McConnell posted some of these tweets during the six week timeframe.
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Speaker:
With no good arguments to stop Judge Barrett, Democrats have resorted to their blatant falsehoods.
Inventing fake Lincoln quotes, lying about the moving faster than many past confirmations. Facts, not
falsehoods, are going to carry the day in the Senate. Everyone who knows Judge Barrett across the
political spectrum praises her independence and impartiality. A judge's job is to follow the facts and the
law wherever they lead, nothing more, nothing less. It's revealing how much of this basic concept seems
to scare far left.
Lauren:
The themes and types of tweets that include Trump and McConnell and Barrett are quite similar to the
tweets that directly compared Barrett to Ginsburg. And perhaps this isn't a total surprise. It makes sense
that the same utterances and types of emotions would exist in tweets that compare the two women.
Barrett in a sense, needed legitimizing of Ginsburg. Trump and McConnell were there to help. Notably
other categories of tweets, including categories that we discussed before, like passing down legacy and
calling to action. Also frequently invoked Trump and McConnell, possibly even more than Barrett. Of
course they would, after all, Trump and McConnell were the only ones who could truly do anything
regarding Ginsburg's vacancy. So the natural response for many was to put efforts towards stopping
them, consider some of these examples.
Speaker 4:
Vote, donate, protest, volunteer, fight as if she's watching, I'd like to think she is. #GetMitchorDieTrying
Speaker 8:
Mitch McConnell and Senate Republicans will stop at nothing to destroy the ACA's protection for 130
million Americans with preexisting conditions. They are desperate to confirm a nominee before SCOTUS
takes up this case in November, we're going to fight this.
Speaker 3:
Vote, vote, vote. Let's honor Ruth Bader Ginsburg's memory by voting this orange clown out of office.
Speaker 4:
#SCOTUSvacancy is exactly why the American people elected @realDonaldTrump in 2016 and expanded
the Republican majority in the Senate in 2018. We must to our job and fill this vacancy with a principled
constitutionalist.
Lauren:
Most often Twitter users ask others to vote in response to the Supreme court vacancy. In doing so they
recenter Trump and McConnell to male political leaders into the discourse. Barrett's influence was
ultimately secondary here at best. Although she would be the replacement, the fight wasn't necessarily
against her. It was against the Republican controlled Senate and president. The Twitter discourse
recognized where the power was held and still asked others to do what they could in a seemingly
hopeless situation. Some Twitter users who exhibited passing down legacy, even lashed out when others
tried to solidify Amy Coney Barrett's status with the acronym of ACB.
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Speaker 4:
Conservatives calling this woman ACB make me sick. She will never be RBG.
Speaker 7:
Am I the only one irritated that people are calling Amy Coney Barrett, ACB? It just rubs me wrong.
Lauren:
Something as simple as abbreviating Barrett's name was too close to RBGs iconic status for some and
prompted a response in the discourse. The emotional processing the moment category we discussed in
the last episode also heavily includes Trump and McConnell. And although Barrett is more directly
present in these types of tweets, there's still a sense that she is fragile in the wake of Ruth Bader
Ginsburg. While there were clear criticisms of Barrett in this discourse, tweets also jabbed at Trump and
McConnell.
Speaker 4:
Ruth Bader Ginsburg's body isn't even cold yet. And Mitch McConnell is dancing on her grave.
Speaker 8:
An impeached president shouldn't be able to confirm a Supreme court justice, period.
Speaker 9:
We're in danger of the majority of justices on the Supreme court being chosen by presidents who didn't
even get the majority of the popular vote. Anyway you look at it, we're getting less democratic by the
day.
Lauren:
People were angry and worried about Barrett, but again, the anger was more at the political powers
who held the decision in the palm of their hands. The raw chaotic tweets in this category show that
there was no clear person to blame for the political upheaval that began after Ginsburg's death.
Emotions were all over the place, and since Barrett herself lacked known public status, people
redirected their emotions toward Trump and McConnell. It is of course worth noting that not every
tweet was vengeful towards Barrett and her Republican colleagues. Many were thrilled to have her join
the Supreme court and saw her as a leader and role model already.
Speaker 8:
I'm fully confident. Amy Coney Barrett will be equally committed to ensuring the rights of all are
protected.
Speaker 3:
Amy Coney Barrett. She's a woman, so they can't hire their usual fake sexual assault victims. She has two
black children, so they can't smear her as a racist. Taking early bets as to what Democrats will cook up to
try to stop ACB.
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Speaker 4:
Thanks to president @realDonaldTrump, strong women like Judge Amy Coney Barrett are shattering the
glass ceiling, not Hillary Clinton, and liberals are completely losing their minds.
Lauren:
Even though Ginsburg left a gaping hole in the Supreme court system. And the tweets have shown that
it was felt by many it's critical to remember that Barrett summoned the beginning of new possibilities
for the country. In our last episode, we'll look at some of the developments that have unfolded since
Barrett was sworn into office. From abortion laws, to Ketanji Brown Jackson, the intervening 16 months
since Ginsburg's death and Barrett's ascension to the Supreme court have shown time and time again
that my study has stayed relevant and just as exciting as when I first began in 2020. Until next time.
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